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of a hostile chronicler as William the Bad, followed closely in
his father's footsteps, and though lacking the energy of his
father was no unworthy successor. He showed wisdom in
his choice of ministers, especially Maio of Bari, who held
the office of " Emir of emirs " until his fall in 1160, and
steered the kingdom safely through its most dangerous crisis.
William was faced at his accession with unrest among his
barons, who were especially offended by the authority given
to Maio, with the intrigues of those whom Roger had exiled
in 1140, and with the prospect of a simultaneous attack from
Constantinople and Germany. He tried to isolate the king
of Germany by making overtures to the Eastern Emperor,
to Venice, and to the Pope. His diplomacy won one import-
ant success when the Venetians consented to sign a treaty
with him in 1154. Manuel, however, spurned his offer, and
the Pope refused to recognise him as king. William retaliated
by invading papal territory, but Hadrian felt secure in
resisting him, for the German king was abeady on his way to
Rome.
Frederick's Frederick had begun his march south before the accession
to^teiy°n of Hadrian» but had been delayed for some time in Lombardy.
to receive His determination to enforce peace, as in Germany, and to
the imperial prevent the feuds between cities was frustrated by the
crown	opposition of most of the communes, Milan at their head,
to the exercise of imperial authority. If some, like Pavia,
were friendly, it was only because of their rivalry with Milan.
He made an example of Tortona, which he razed to the
ground. The Lombard cities learnt his determination to be
master and the ruthlessness with which he would suppress
insubordination; on the other hand, it had taken him some
months, and considerable expenditure of his resources, to
reduce this small town, and he for his part learnt the magni-
tude of the task before him. For the time he put it by, and
hastened to Rome. On the way, at the Pope's request, he
apprehended Arnold of Brescia and handed him over to. the
papal justice, by which he was sentenced to death and
executed. The Pope was encouraged by Frederick's ready
response to his first request, and went out in state to meet
him. Then the inevitable friction began. The Pope waited
for Frederick to act as his groom and hold his stirrup when
he dismounted; Frederick's pride revolted at the idea that

